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The Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs held its meeting on 14-16 March 2010 in Palau. APA Delegations from Bahrain, Indonesia, Iran, Palau, Russia, Saudi Arabia and Sri Lanka participated in this meeting. 
 The Sub-Committee on the Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization in Asia supported the proposal for establishing the “Virtual Asian Parliament” to enhance deliberation and strengthen cooperation among Member Parliaments. It also decided to establish an ICT (information and communication technology) Group to cover both ideas of Virtual Asian Parliament and Bridging the Digital Divide in Asia.  
Operative 8 of the draft Resolution on the Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization in Asia adopted by the Sub-Committee decided to establish an open-ended Ad-hoc Working Group on ICT comprising of Bahrain, Indonesia, Iran, and Russia. The Ad-hoc Working Group on ICT volunteered to prepare a framework for drafting a common legislation among Member Parliaments on Bridging the Digital Divide in Asia, as well as to expedite the establishment of Asian Virtual Parliament, and to facilitate all other ICT activities.
The Islamic Parliament of the Islamic Republic of Iran due to the importance it attaches to the establishment of Asian Virtual Parliament has expressed its readiness to hold the first meeting of the Ad-hoc Working Group on ICT. This meeting will focus on the financial and technical requirements for establishing the “Asian Virtual Parliament”.

The Virtual Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA)
Taking practical measures toward integration in Asia requires cohesive mechanism and effective institutions. The Establishment of the Virtual Parliament can be an effective step for enhancing dialogue and exchange of views among Asian Parliaments for further cooperation and coordination.

The Secretary General in his previous report to the Sub-Committee highlighted that the virtual parliament is not to substitute the current activities of the APA, such as the Plenary, Executive Council, Standing Committees and Sub-Committees; rather it is designed to further enrich the APA’s deliberations in a continuous way in the intervals of Committee Meetings. In fact, taking advantage of the information technology would provide better grounds for deliberations and discussions among APA’s members in a much easier, inexpensive and faster manner. 
The Virtual Parliament would facilitate dialogue by providing sufficient time and space for member’s participation and enrich the deliberations by addressing different dimensions of issues. It also provides opportunity to invite experts and advisors to participate in e-debates. In this way, APA’s deliberations will not be confined to scheduled meetings that take place in different countries, but will continue, according to a timetable, via video-conferencing among members to prepare necessary materials, drafts and proposals for upcoming meetings.
Technical Requirements:
A video-conference is a set of interactive telecommunication technologies that integrates video and voice to connect users with each other as if they are in the same meeting. Users see and hear each other at the same time and experience each other’s voice and image in a live and real manner. By using computer and entering username and password, this system allows the user to enter the conference and contribute to the meeting. The webcam and microphone attached to one’s computer would send the user’s voice and image to the members present at the conference. When parties are unable to meet in one place; video-conferencing is widely used for live conversations, sharing visual information. The proposed method will operate on one’s computer just by using a web-browser; it does not require downloading any software.

Video-conferencing facilitates: face-to-face online meetings, voting ability using a username and password, automatic recording of the meetings, live interpretation services, sharing information, chairing the meetings with a chair-secretary system. The text and documents could be displayed at the same time as the speaker is giving his or her speech. In addition, since the speaker can also see and hear the rest of the members, a cooperating atmosphere will be created. 
To use this system, a computer, a webcam and a microphone are required. If there is more than one person behind a computer, video projection can be used to facilitate the procedure. The internet speed required to use this system is at least 128 kilobytes per second. A high internet speed can affect the quality of your experience. In addition, if necessary, fingerprint or PIN codes could be used as passwords for voting in the system.
Recommendations: 

· The Ad-hoc Working Group on Information and Communication Technology “ICT” welcomes the report of the Secretary General on “The Virtual Asian Parliament” and requests Member Parliaments to provide necessary arrangement for its implementation.
· To take practical steps toward establishing Virtual Asian Parliament (VAP)  the Ad-hoc Working Group will meet again in the side line of the Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable Developments  in Russian Federation on 17 June 2010.

· It also requests the Secretary General to consult Member Parliaments and seek their assistance to provide technical facilities and voluntary contributions and report to the committee. 
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